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The Center for Architecture and Design

Design Talks
Various days throughout the year,  The Center hosts Design Talks, discussions on a variety of topics focused on architecture 
and design in and around Columbus.  All gatherings are free, open to the public and usually held at The Center.

Discussions have included Multi-Family Housing Trends, 
Library Design in the Digital Age, Design and Education, 
Adding On: Design for Domesticity, Urban Farming in 
Columbus and Columbus Brewpub Design. In 2016 and 
2017, the Design Talks committee produced a short film, 
Stories of Architecture in Columbus, which featured a series 
of interviews with various local residents, leaders and 
architects exploring unique buildings in Columbus.
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Design Week
Started in 2011, Design Week connects the public to Columbus’ design ecosystem, promoting local design, and raising the 
expectation of good design in Columbus.  While we promote local design all year long as a design hub within the city,  Design 
Week is an annual festival focused on connecting the public to design through a series on unique programs geared toward 
celebrating, educating and inspiring people about the important role design plays in Columbus.

We sponsor our own events, (architecture/design tours, 
exhibits, Mini Camp Architecture sessions, fund-raisers), 
and include those organized by other design-related 
central Ohio institutions and organizations, such as AIA 
Columbus. Our goal is to blur boundaries between 
disciplines through the cross-pollination of ideas and 
talents, to raise awareness of the power of design and to 
leverage our creative economy.
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Camp Architecture Growth

Thanks to the support of central Ohio parents and the architecture and design community, The Center launched a new 
project, Camp Architecture, in 2010, based upon an earlier successful program a local architect, Marcia Conrad, started in a 
handful of central Ohio elementary schools. Guided by the thinking that building an appreciation for architecture and design 
begins with the youngest members of our community – kids – our first camp with approximately 20 elementary and middle 
school campers was a triumph.

We have built on that inaugural year with great success. In 2013, we added a high school camp, High School Design Studio. 
Beginning in 2014, we moved all of our camps to the Knowlton School of Architecture at The Ohio State University and 
camp attendance hit an all-time high.

Each year, within a few weeks of launching registration for our summer camps, some sessions are nearly full.  We are also 
excited to receive inquiries from throughout the state and beyond.  With even more central Ohio youths, we need your 
support. to: 

     •	 share the knowledge of technology, physics, engineering and mathematics
     •	 develop creative ideas
     •	 build confidence
     •	 provide an introduction or continued exploration of architecture and design 


